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  Talk from the Walk
A Note from the President

In my letter last month I commented on the various ways our Emmaus Community serves others.  I specifically wrote about the Chrysalis Community that serves our teens and young people with weekends similar to our Walk to Emmaus weekend.  I also briefly mentioned the Residents Encounter Christ (REC) program our community provides for those people who are incarcerated.

It is my experience that this is a very important program of our Emmaus community.  If there is any place that God’s presence needs to be experienced it is in the lives of those who have been misled, or made bad choices that were outside God’s plan for them and are now being punished by society.  Many of the residents have now turned to God seeking forgiveness.  They attend worship services and can quote scripture, chapter and verse.  Many had been raised in Christian homes before they turned away from the right path.

While there are believers inside the walls, there are others of those that want to work against them.  The REC weekend provides the support many of these people need to recommit and continue their walk with the Lord or find that strength and encouragement to accept Christ in their life for the first time.

Our Louisville Emmaus community boldly steps forward to reach both young and older adults who have found themselves behind bars paying society back for bad decisions.  Make no mistake, they are locked down behind barbed wire, brick walls and iron gates, it is no country club.  Their every move is watched by corrections officers who are trained to keep security high at all times.

I know I may have painted a dismal picture and truly, it is.  However, you only have to work one REC to see how much love and joy these residents have for our Lord.  They are so grateful to our community for taking time to come sit with them around a table and talk about Christ and His love for them.

Some of these residents don’t even have visits from their own family members.  At the end of one weekend, a resident said that his own family in Louisville never came to see him and how touched he was that people he didn’t even know had come to spend the weekend with him.   On another weekend, a young man, 19 or 20 years old, was in tears as we came in for their candlelight.  I ended up standing behind him at his table and I rested my hand on his shoulder as he cried.   My husband, Dennis, was on the music team that weekend.  He said that same young man spoke at the end of the weekend.  He had been abused as a very young child and went from foster home to foster home, institution to institution.  That weekend was the first time in his life, he said, that he had been around people and hadn’t been hurt in some way, physically or mentally.  Don’t get me wrong, I know these men and women have committed crime(s), some violent.  However, they are still loved by God and our God is about grace and forgiveness (read John 8: 1-11).  

You may have great apprehension about going into a prison setting.  Perhaps your knowledge (or misconceptions) of prisons is only what you see in movies and on TV.  Where we are permitted to go in the prison is well controlled and well secured.  You do need to be aware of your surroundings and follow the guidelines for interaction with the residents that the Corrections Department provides.  However, the staff at the facility is aware of what we are doing and the residents that attend an REC are those that are recommended and sponsored by other Christian residents and approved by the chaplains.  The pilgrims on these weekends are not the troublemakers.   

You will sit at a table much like the one you sit at during your Emmaus Walk, and you will have speakers and discussions much like you did during your Walk.  The talks are a little different, but they are designed to speak to the hearts of the residents.  You will share stories, sing, cry, eat snacks and just love the residents for who they are and where they are, just as Christ loves us.  You may never know why anyone is in prison, unless they tell you on their own.  We do not ask.    

One big difference between REC and the Emmaus weekend is that we are in the prisons by the permission of and as guests of the correctional facility.  We are bound by their rules and time schedule.  We sometimes have to be creative to get all the events of the REC weekend in when there are delays such as the headcount not clearing or fog that prevents us from entering the grounds until it lifts.  As you might expect, there also is not much physical contact because of prison rules.

But, despite the differences, just as on your Walk, you will be sorry to see it come to an end Sunday afternoon.   Your table members go back to their dorms and you go out of the prison gate for the last time to go home.  However, there are monthly Gatherings at each facility, just as we have, that community members can attend to renew friendships that were formed on the REC weekend.

Another way to serve the REC weekend is to attend the Candlelight service.  Yes, it is quite different from the Candlelight you experienced on your Walk weekend, but it is so special to the residents.  You must give your name to attend the Candlelight before the REC weekend.  Understandably, the correction facility needs to know who is coming inside.  The number is very small compared to our Candlelights, but the residents have nothing to compare to and 15 or 20 people from the outside with candles there for them, could as well be 150 or 200 in their eyes.

You will meet in a designated location, currently Covenant UMC in Lagrange.  You will have a worship service and everyone will ride a bus to the location where the REC is being held.  You all walk in together singing the “Jesus Song” and stand around the outer edge of the room.  You only have to see the faces of the residents as you walk around the chapel where they are seated to see how touched they are that you bothered to come out just for them.   Remember, some of the residents may never have a visitor the entire time they are incarcerated.

The REC weekends have snack agape as well (in the REC community, it is called “Wheat” and there are “wheat teams” not “agape teams”).   The wheat must follow the same guidelines as all items that are allowed to enter the prison.  A list of approved items is available anytime an REC weekend is going on for those who would like to contribute.  If you send table wheat, prayers, bookmarks, letters, etc. there must be enough for all to receive one.

I do hope that more of us will become actively involved in the REC movement.  It is so rewarding and they surely need our help and attention.  If you were at Gathering in February, you heard Glen Greer tell us that he estimated it takes over 500 people every year to put on the Emmaus and REC weekends our community sponsors.  The REC Community currently is putting on eight (8) weekends a year, two each at Kentucky State Reformatory, Luther Luckett, Roederer Correctional Complex and Kentucky Correctional Institute for Women.  Those alone require over 300 people.  And that is not counting the important ones that sign up for prayer, wheat or Candlelight support.  You can see how much each of us is needed.

I do hope the next time you are asked for help by an REC Lay Director you will prayerfully consider serving in some capacity on an REC weekend.  Contacts for the REC weekends are printed elsewhere in this newsletter.  God has not turned his back on these, his children, and neither should we.  I’m going to leave you with this familiar passage from Matthew, 25:37-40:

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave                            you clothing? 

And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’                          









                       Your sister in Christ,

Trish Foy
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 Louisville Men’s Walk 106
        Feb 23 - 26, 2006 
	David Collins
	Patrick Woods
	Jib Cleveland
	Bill Wells

	Jim Walker
	Brad Harper
	Jacob Kommer
	Doug Egger

	Robert Quaife
	Drew Keenan
	David Walker
	Dan Traver

	Don Mills
	Richard Brown
	Chris Smith
	Paul Jordan

	Marco Ballesteros
	Paul Boehnke
	Brent Colwick
	Jeff Church

	David Luedke
	Jim Morgan
	Mel McIntyre
	Greg Merrifield

	Max Pettyjohn
	Darron Colwick
	Lubie Overstreet
	 Chris Booth

	Rob Stockwell
	Bill Shingleton
	Robert Lowe
	Vincent Medina

	Chris Powell
	
	
	


March 9 - 12, 2006 Women's Walk 107

            Lay Director – Connie Lewis

 July 27 - 30, 2006 Women's Walk 108
Lay Director - Kathy Stoess

September 21 - 24, 2006 Men's Walk 109

     October 5 - 8, 2006 Women's Walk 110
Please remember to support our Emmaus Walks by attending send-off, serving a meal, providing snack, table and/or pillow agape, attending Candlelight and closing.  We are a strong community.  Thank you for your continued support.  
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2005-2007 Chrysalis Dates
June 2006 Fri-Sat-Sun  /  23rd-24th-&25th  /  Summer Teen-Chrysalis

January 2007 Fri-Sat-Sun  /  5th-6th-&7th  /  Young Adult Chrysalis

January 2007 Sat-Sun-Mon  /  13th-14th-&15th  /  Martin Luther King Day

July 2007 Fri-Sat-Sun  /  13th-14th-&15th  /  Summer teen-Chrysalis


        Cornerstone Chrysalis meets the 2nd Tuesday of every other month at Mission 
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REKINDLE THE FIRE!

ATTEND A MONTHLY GATHERING

SCHEDULED THE SECOND FRIDAY

               AT 7:27 PM
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An Emmaus Community Chili Pot Luck Supper will be held on March 17, 2006, at Fern Creek UMC, located at 6727 Bardstown Road, just north of the Gene Snyder.  We will start at 6:27, or one hour before Gathering. 

This is a week later than normal because the Women's Walk #107 will be underway on March 10th.  Come welcome the newest members of our Community!  Shannon Boaz from Carrollton UMC will be the 4th Day speaker. 
 
This is indeed a Chili Pot Luck supper.  Please bring a pot of chili, sandwiches or a dessert.  The board will provide soft drinks, chips, crackers, paper products and utensils.  There will also be a "child friendly"  menu to provide an alternate to chili, (whatever your age is).
"If you feed them, they will come."  This is what I told the Day Spring Community when I invited them to be our guests at the March 17th Gathering.  I am hoping that we have so many Louisville Emmaus and Chrysalis people attending the March 17th Gathering that we will have to eat in shifts
 

Questions or comments? Contact Robbie Battoe email rbattoe@msn.com
Or call 228-5867/228-2897 ext 26/445-2553
  

INVITE A FRIEND OR PROSPECTIVE PILGRIM

INTRODUCE NEW MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY

CHRYSALIS COMMUNITY ALWAYS WELCOME
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Residents Encounter Christ (REC)
 
Are you looking for chances to serve on a team?  Please pray about service on an REC team, you will be so blessed.  We now have 8 REC's each year and would love to add you to the database for lay directors to pray about.  We know we have always been asked not to approach lay directors about serving on their teams, but the REC lay directors would welcome the chance to pray about YOU to serve Christ in this way.  
Our board meetings are always the 1st Monday of the month unless it's a holiday then we meet on Tuesday.  The next meeting is March 6.  We meet at Christ UMC , 4614 Brownsboro Road.
Here are some ways to serve: 

· Sign a list at an Emmaus event 
· Fill out the servant sheet that you received on your Emmaus walk or contact:

Brenda Fox at foxchesser@hotmail.com , phone 222-3980 or Cathy Henney at cathen123@aol.com, phone 749-9367 to be added to the list. 

· If you are interested in working on an REC weekend, Lew Hawes is the REC liaison for our Emmaus Community.  You can contact Lew at 228-3536 or his email address is lewishawes@insightbb.com.
· If you are interested in providing wheat (agape) of any sort for the REC weekends, please contact Vickie Newton at 222-9204 or her email address is VICNDAVKY@aol.com, for approved items.
You may contact any board member to answer any questions or concerns you have. 

REC Schedule 2006

March 24-25-26 Luther Luckett - Lay Director Lambert Franklin

April 21-22-23 Kentucky State Reformatory - Lay Director Glen Greer

April 28-29-30 Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women - Lay Director Marilyn Glaser

May 19-20-21 Roderer Correctional Complex - Lay Director Wayne Pifer

August 11-12-13 Luther Luckett

October 13-14-15 Kentucky State Reformatory

November 10-11-12 Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women
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2006 Emmaus Board Members
Spiritual Director




Rolf Ruegg


368-3200
Executive Committee
President





Trish Foy


228-3305


President Elect




Susan Eckel


241-2237

Treasurer





Lisa Newman


231-9432

Secretary





Joni Pardue


253-9884

Members of the Board
Agape Coordinator/KLEC liaison


Becky Potts


241-0032
Emmaus Mart




Jim Smith


222-9869
Worship/Pastor Follow-up



Sherri Luney


969-8099
Prayer Charts




Bill Edwards


634-0341

REC Liaison 




Lew Hawes


228-3536
Registrar





DeeAnna Oliver

228-4080

Reunion Group Sponsors’ Hour Coordinator
Vance Taylor


425-8775
Transportation/Photo Coordinator/Agape

Robby Hoke


228-8331
Worship Team




KK Smith


244-3068
Worship Team




Robbie Battoe


228-5867
Worship Team Coordinator



Frank Bayens


636-0354
Jim Hartman has taken on the responsibility of updating our Louisville Emmaus Community Directory for next year.  If you have changed address, email, church, phone number or name since your weekend, you should email your updated information to HARTMANJE@aol.com.  If you have valid addresses for any members who have moved away, those could be useful as well.
To Share Information in your Newsletter (the deadline if the second Friday of each month):
Diana Calvert, Editor

241-5342 – Home or dcalvert@kyumc.org 

To visit your Emmaus Website: www.louisvilleemmaus.com

To receive an Emmaus application contact Barb Gritton at (502) 241-8419 or DeeAnna Oliver at (502) 228-4080 or visit your Website

To receive a Chrysalis application contact Kathy Brace at (812) 949-7909 or visit your Website

Emmaus Recruit Team for Church Coordinators:
Forest Park Community Church – Buz Frank

St. Francis - David Eager

Christ Church UMC – Linda Fabing

St. John UMC – Catherine Detweiler
	 Church Coordinators:
Adventure Christian – Joni Pardue

Ascension Lutheran – Marilyn Glazer

Audubon Park UMC – Marilyn White

	Christ Church UMC -  Jodi Holley

	Covenant UMC  - Tony and Tiffany Linton

	Crestwood Baptist -Tony Underwood

	Crestwood Christian – Janice Leedy

	Crestwood UMC  - Sue Ehret & Cathy Henney

	Fern Creek UMC – Lisa Newman

Forrest Park Community – Buz Frank
Gateway Community – Joan Rogers

	Henry County Christian - Daryl & Joy Davis
Hartsong – Sherri Luney 

	Hopewell Baptist – Bertie Legg
Middletown UMC  - Doug & Sandra  Dearen

	Mosaic UMC  - George Davis

	New Castle Christian – Kelly Woods

	New Goshen Pres. – Nancy Smith

	New Life – Revel and Carolyn Dawson

St. Francis -  Robby Hoke & Mike Simpson

	St. John UMC – Candi Sutton

	St. Paul UMC- Frank & Ann Bayens

	Summit Heights – Mike & Betty Welker

	Westport Baptist – Maureen James
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