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  Talk from the Walk 
A Note from the President[image: image1.png]walk to




Last month, I began talking about our sponsorship “how-to’s” and responsibilities for sponsoring a Pilgrim on the Emmaus weekend.  It is a wonderful and exciting time when you sponsor a candidate, but it is a quite large responsibility as well.
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As I ended (ran out of room) last month, we had identified and prayed over likely candidates for the Walk to Emmaus.  We had told them about the weekend, its purpose, what they can expect to have happen on the weekend.  They have said, “Yes”, they would like to go.  What do you do next to prepare the way for your soon-to-be pilgrim and their Walk to Emmaus experience? 
SENDOFF

[image: image5.wmf]First, in preparation for their Sendoff at the Kavanaugh Center, you should tell your candidate you will pick them up in time to eat something before they arrive (no later than 7:00 pm for check-in and room assignment) at Kavanaugh.  If this is not possible, or not your choice, then they should be told to have something to eat to help them get through the evening as dinner is not provided on Thursday.  Notice I said you will pick up your candidate, do NOT expect them to drive themselves to Kavanaugh.  If you are unable to do so, arrange to have another community member bring your candidate to Sendoff.

Check-in is located on Kavanaugh Road, on the campground sideof the conference center in the old dining hall in the center of the parking lot.  After you have registered your candidate, take them to Foeman Lodge (the motel-like building) and help them get settled.  It is not permitted to drive across the dirt dam to the conference center so either walk your candidate across the dam to the center or drive them around to the Floydsburg Road entrance and come in to the lower level of the con[image: image6.wmf]ference center.  Send-off begins at 7:30 and at this point your candidate should be prepared and ready for the weekend.

NEVER expect your candidate to begin or end their weekend alone.  If you cannot stay for Sendoff or come to Closing, then arrange for someone to stand in for you.  (I know I may be stressing this point, but  it has happened!)  In the same manner, if you cannot have your candidate at the Center in time for Sendoff, arrange for someone else to do so.  Don’t stress your candidate by bringing them after the weekend schedule has started and events have begun, even if it is just “new-found friend” or “that movie”.(  Should there be some unavoidable situation like a candidate’s airplane arrival time, let the Lay Director or Assistants know and be sure it is OK with all concerned.   It just may not be their time to go if things get too complicated.

DURING THE WEEKEND
OK, so now the weekend has begun.  Your candidate is now a pilgrim.  Now you need to be prepared to help the family of your pilgrim while he or she is on the Emmaus weekend.  (Actually, this all needs to be covered with them before the weekend.)  It may mean taking their children to ball games, practice of some sort, birthday parties of friends or anything else that would ease the mind of your pilgrim.  It may mean that you actually stay with your pilgrim’s children while their spouse goes to work.  It is YOUR responsibility to see to the needs of your pilgrim.  It’s all Agape.

[image: image7.wmf]You should have told your pilgrim’s family that if there is any kind of emergency you will be able to notify them.  Give them a way to contact you and you will call the Center.  You will be given a cell phone number of someone on the Agape team when you check your pilgrim in for the weekend.  Remember, this is for emergencies only, not “how is my candidate doing?”  This is a time when “no news is good news”.  If you don’t hear anything, then all is well.  Again, remember the weekend is unique to each pilgrim.  There is no right or wrong way to experience the Walk to Emmaus, no right way to “get it” as I have stated previously.

SERVING MEALS
While the weekend is going on, each sponsor is encouraged to serve a meal except if you are a spouse of the pilgrim.  A spouse needs to have their own experience and space during the weekend.  This is especially true of women pilgrims who can not attend anything when their husbands are on their weekends.  So, in this case, husbands, you cannot serve a meal when your wife is on her walk.  For those women who go before your husbands, the same is true for you.

72 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL
You will want to be sure you have signed the prayer chart.  Pilgrims love to see and will look to find their sponsor(s)’ names on the prayer chart.  Of course, you will want to lift your pilgrim and family in prayer throughout the entire weekend, not just during your half hour prayer time.

AGAPE
Pilgrims love to find table or pillow agape from their sponsors.  Creativity has never been frowned upon here.  In a like manner, snack agape is especially appreciated if it is something homemade or special.  This is true agape since most pilgrims have no idea where all that good stuff to eat comes from, nor will they ever know.

CANDLELIGHT
An absolute MUST, unless you are extremely ill, is to attend the Candlelight service.  I feel sure each of you remembers how special your Candlelight experience was for you.  However, I have had instances when we sponsored someone and once had a pilgrim at my table when the spouse or sponsor had become ill and simply could not attend the Candlelight.  It is disappointing for the pilgrim at the time, but it is life and people do get sick.  Other than that, however, be there!!

AGAPE LETTERS
What a powerful part of the weekend this is!  This is where God really works through others.  There needs to be a minimum of 10 letters in your pilgrim’s letter bag by Saturday afternoon prior to Candlelight if you don’t want your pilgrim’s name read off as needing letters during the service.  It’s fine to bring letters to Candlelight, but the agape team has no way of counting letters that night or to change the prepared list of those needing letters.  If you don’t know your pilgrim’s family or friends, ask your pilgrim for a list of 10 people or so with phone numbers or addresses so you may contact them and have them pray for your pilgrim.  It’s always easier when the husband has gone on his weekend and you can use his contacts.  However, even with a wife, it is OK to ask her for a letter from herself and their children or a pilgrim’s parent.  It’s amazing what you can find out if you can find one outside contact to get more names from.  

You can then contact them and ask for a letter or note expressing their love, appreciation, or feelings for your pilgrim.  Stress it is confidential and you will not read it.  In fact, it can be mailed to you inside an envelope with the pilgrim’s name on the outside of the inner envelope.  Be sure and check the name, as often a friend or family member may put only the first name on the envelope.

I have found the form letter following this article helpful to me when I don’t know my pilgrim’s family or close friends.  Another way of contact is through emails.  We have got some last minute letters this way when a phone call was the only contact we could get in time.  Of course, the confidentiality of an email is not as good, but if you don’t let yourself read the email and fold it up really quickly and stuff it in an envelope after it prints and then delete the email…...well, the confidentiality is as good as you are.

CLOSING
OK.  The 72 hours have flown by and now it is time to take your pilgrim back to their home.  As with Sendoff, don’t expect your pilgrim to drive themselves back home.  If at all possible, all pilgrims need to stay for the entire weekend.  You will want to let your pilgrim share all they want with you, but don’t pump them for more than they want to share.  Again, in the good Judeo-Christian tradition, we like to take the pilgrim out to eat and let them talk…..if they want to.  Sometimes they just “want to get home”, they are tired or missing their family.

Also at Closing is your free pass as a sponsor to NOT help put up the chairs.  Don’t make your pilgrim stand and wait or help stack chairs.  We have found that sometimes you have to stand and wait for them to get ready to go as they talk with table mates and other new-found friends.  When they are ready, take them to their room, get their bags for them, and all those wonderful letters and pieces of agape, and get them on their way home.  Reinforce the Follow-up time and that you will take them to Follow-up on Thursday.

GIFTS
Some people choose to present their pilgrim with a special remembrance gift of their Walk to Emmaus weekend.  This is not necessary by any means and is not a part of the Emmaus weekend.  Sponsoring someone on their Emmaus weekend is gift enough in itself.  All that is asked is that if you choose to present a gift, wait until you are on your way home from Kavanaugh.  That way, pilgrims who do not receive a gift won’t feel slighted.
FOURTH DAYS
When you wake up on the Monday following the Weekend, pray for your pilgrim on their first Fourth Day.  Call them sometime during the day to find out how things are going, or went.   Later in the week, call them to remind them of Follow-up and that spouses are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Continue to pray for your pilgrim as you are led.  

Pick them up to get your pilgrim to Follow-up in plenty of time.  Encourage them and help them to form a Reunion Group or find one to join.  You may want to invite them to join your own Reunion Group (we all are in one after all, right?).

Inform them of the next Community Gathering and again pick them up and take them to it.  This is where we really fall down as a community.  I have noticed how few new pilgrims actually make it to a Gathering following a Weekend.  If we don’t think it’s important, they won’t either.  It is our attendance at Gatherings that gets us to know people in the Community and be known by them.  These are the future Lay Directors that attend Gatherings, and if you want to work on Emmaus, Chrysalis or REC teams, you have to be known by those who call the teams together.

Offer to help your pilgrim to find ways to serve in your church, or their own church.  This is the purpose of the Emmaus Weekend.  You can contact Emmaus community members in their church, or their pastor, to help them out.

Finally, if the wife of your pilgrim is going on her walk next, offer to pick him up and take him with you to all the events he can attend.  If he needs child care, offer that as your act of agape sacrifice.  It is more important that he be at the Candlelight than you.  Make his way as smooth as hers for her weekend.  Something about that “do unto others” thing…..

Your sister in Christ,

Trish

         2006 Emmaus Walks
                    July 27 - 30, 2006 Women's Walk 108
                  Lay Director - Kathy Stoess

            September 21 - 24, 2006 Men's Walk 109

                 October 5 - 8, 2006 Women's Walk 110
Please remember to support our Emmaus Walks by attending send-off, serving a meal, providing snack, table and/or pillow agape, attending Candlelight and closing.  We are a strong community.  Thank you for your continued support.  
We are all familiar with the “servanthood” aspect of our Emmaus Community.  “Do good and disappear”.  Let’s see if we can’t outdo each other in doing good for our fellow community members at Send-off, Gatherings, Closings or anytime we are together as a group.  If you see someone working, ask them if they can use your help.  Help move chairs around after Send-off or Closing.  Ask Jim if you can help carry, set up or take down Emmaus Mart items at Gatherings or Closings.  Check with members at a host church to see if we can help with their work as well.  In other words, while we all the love the fellowship aspect of our community, let’s do our part to share in the workload first so all can participate.


2006-2007 Chrysalis Dates
June 2006 Fri-Sat-Sun  /  23rd-24th-&25th  /  Summer Teen-Chrysalis

January 2007 Fri-Sat-Sun  /  5th-6th-&7th  /  Young Adult Chrysalis

January 2007 Sat-Sun-Mon  /  13th-14th-&15th  /  Martin Luther King Day

July 2007 Fri-Sat-Sun  /  13th-14th-&15th  /  Summer teen-Chrysalis


        Cornerstone Chrysalis meets the 2nd Tuesday of every other month at Mission 

REKINDLE THE FIRE!

       



ATTEND A MONTHLY GATHERING

SCHEDULED THE SECOND FRIDAY

                AT 7:27 PM
May 12
Epiphany UMC
For Directions Go to Yellow Pages.Com and click on Maps and Directions and enter the following address:

7032 Southside Dr
Louisville, KY 40214

Questions or comments? Contact Robbie Battoe email rbattoe@msn.com
Or call 228-5867/228-2897 ext 26/445-2553
  

INVITE A FRIEND OR PROSPECTIVE PILGRIM

INTRODUCE NEW MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY

CHRYSALIS COMMUNITY ALWAYS WELCOME
Residents Encounter Christ (REC)
REC Schedule 2006

May 19-20-21 Roderer Correctional Complex - Lay Director Wayne Pifer

August 11-12-13 Luther Luckett

October 13-14-15 Kentucky State Reformatory

November 10-11-12 Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women


2006 Emmaus Board Members
Spiritual Director




Rolf Ruegg


368-3200
Executive Committee
President





Trish Foy


228-3305


President Elect




Susan Eckel


241-2237

Treasurer





Lisa Newman


231-9432

Secretary





Joni Pardue


253-9884

Members of the Board
Agape Coordinator/KLEC liaison


Becky Potts


241-0032
Emmaus Mart




Jim Smith


222-9869
Worship/Pastor Follow-up



Sherri Luney


969-8099
Prayer Charts




Bill Edwards


634-0341

REC Liaison 




Lew Hawes


228-3536
Registrar





DeeAnna Oliver

228-4080

Reunion Group Sponsors’ Hour Coordinator
Vance Taylor


425-8775
Transportation/Photo Coordinator/Agape

Robby Hoke


228-8331
Worship Team




KK Smith


244-3068
Worship Team




Robbie Battoe


228-5867
Worship Team Coordinator



Frank Bayens


636-0354
Jim Hartman has taken on the responsibility of updating our Louisville Emmaus Community Directory for next year.  If you have changed address, email, church, phone number or name since your weekend, you should email your updated information to HARTMANJE@aol.com.  If you have valid addresses for any members who have moved away, those could be useful as well.
To Share Information in your Newsletter (the deadline if the second Friday of each month):
Diana Calvert, Editor

241-5342 – Home or dcalvert@kyumc.org 

To visit your Emmaus Website: www.louisvilleemmaus.com

To receive an Emmaus application contact Barb Gritton at (502) 241-8419 or DeeAnna Oliver at (502) 228-4080 or visit your Website

To receive a Chrysalis application contact Kathy Brace at (812) 949-7909 or visit your Website

Emmaus Recruit Team for Church Coordinators:
Forest Park Community Church – Buz Frank

St. Francis - David Eager

Christ Church UMC – Linda Fabing

St. John UMC – Catherine Detweiler
	 Church Coordinators:
Adventure Christian – Joni Pardue

Ascension Lutheran – Marilyn Glazer

Audubon Park UMC – Marilyn White

	Christ Church UMC -  Jodi Holley

	Covenant UMC  - Tony and Tiffany Linton

	Crestwood Baptist -Tony Underwood

	Crestwood Christian – Janice Leedy

	Crestwood UMC  - Sue Ehret & Cathy Henney

	Fern Creek UMC – Lisa Newman

Forrest Park Community – Buz Frank
Gateway Community – Joan Rogers

	Henry County Christian - Daryl & Joy Davis
Hartsong – Sherri Luney 

	Hopewell Baptist – Bertie Legg
Middletown UMC  - Doug & Sandra  Dearen

	Mosaic UMC  - George Davis

	New Castle Christian – Kelly Woods

	New Goshen Pres. – Nancy Smith

	New Life – Revel and Carolyn Dawson

St. Francis -  Robby Hoke & Mike Simpson

	St. John UMC – Candi Sutton

	St. Paul UMC- Frank & Ann Bayens

	Summit Heights – Mike & Betty Welker

	Westport Baptist – Maureen James
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